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E.O. 11652:  NA

TAGS: PINS, RP

SUBJECT: CONTINUED CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN AQUINO CASE

 

1.  DEPT HAS RECEIVED RECENT INQUIRY FROM OFFICE SENATOR

TUNNEY RE WELFARE OF SENATOR AQUINO AND POSSIBLE U.S. AC-

TION ON HIS BEHALF.

 

2.  RESPONDING TO AN OCTOBER LETTER FROM SENATOR TUNNEY

ACTING ASSISTANT SECY FOR CONGRESSIONAL RELATIONS WROTE:

"BECAUSE OF GREAT INTEREST YOU HAVE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER,

THE DEPT WILL PLAN TO ADVISE THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN

MANILA OF YOUR CONCERN ABOUT SENATOR AQUINO. WE WILL ALSO

ASK THE AMBASSADOR TO CONSIDER WHETHER HE FORESEES THAT

THERE MAY BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR HIM TO CONVEY TO APPRO-

PRIATE OFFICIALS OF THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT THE THOUGHTS

CONTAINED IN YOUR LETTER REGARDING REACTIONS IN THE UNITED

STATES TO THE KINDS OF TREATMENT WHICH MIGHT BE ACCORDED

BY PHILIPPINE AUTHORITIES TO FORMER SENATOR AQUINO. WE

WILL ASK THE EMBASSY IN MANILA TO PROVIDE US WITH REGULAR

STATUS REPORTS ON THE AQUINO CASE, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY

KEEP YOU INFORMED REGARDING ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS." (OUR
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RECORDS INDICATE THAT COPY OF SENATOR TUNNEY'S LETTER AND
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DRAFT OF DEPT'S RESPONSE QUOTED ABOVE FORWARDED MANILA

 

NOVEMBER 13.)

 

3.  WE APPRECIATE MANILA'S CONSIDERABLE EFFORTS TO KEEP US

INFORMED RE THIS CASE. ANY FURTHER EMBASSY ASSESSMENT WHICH

CAN BE PROVIDED TO SENATOR TUNNEY RE STATUS AQUINO CASE,

GOP ATTITUDES, OR OF POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO CURRENT IMPASSE

WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL IN RESPONDING TO THIS LATEST INQUIRY.

 RUSH
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